
The Tolpuddle in Islington Organising Group 
Notes from the meeting held on 8 January 2009 
 
Present: David Renton (chair) Sophie Talbot (treasurer), Fenella McVey, Megan 
Dobney, Les Coughlan, Justine Gordon, Dick Muskett 
(secretary) , Fr Jim Kennedy (part), Lisa Tang, Pat Allen, Edna Wilson, Chris Ingram 
 
Apologies: Lani Parker, Garry Heather, Alastair Murray 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were agreed. Matters arising from the last meeting 
included Lisa reporting that she had talked to Copenhagen Play and Youth group who 
were interested. Dick had spoken to Woodcraft Folk who were potentially interested and 
would discuss it at their next meeting (subsequently, David has also spoken to contacts 
he has in WF – need to ensure no crossed wires). 
 
Dick ran through the plans for the site as developed so far, and the initial quotes for 
equipment. There was discussion about the outline ideas for speakers and music and 
this was felt to be the right mix. Megan mentioned that if Eric Hobsbawm was 
unavailable, there were a range of other historians, particularly from the Institute of 
Working Lives at London Met University. 
 
David outlined the options for the procession, either from Islington Green or Caledonian 
Park and there was consensus that the latter was preferred. Dick is going to attend a 
meeting of the Friends of Cally Park to talk them and get their support. 
 
Fundraising: David reported on various trusts that he was approaching for support. Dick 
is meeting the Chief Executive of LBI in the near future to talk about potential support 
from the Council. Megan is preparing to send out an appeal to all Unions in the South 
and East looking for financial contributions. However, there is still a need to for 
assistance so all were asked to look out for possibilities. 
 
Publicity: general discussion and it was reported that the SWTUC had commissioned 
postcards advertising the event which should be available shortly. Megan and David 
would ensure that all union journals got a piece for inclusion. 
 
WEA proposal: Justine reported on the possibility of making a short film about the event, 
using young people from the area. The main issue was the need to hire appropriate 
camera equipment and covering the cost of this, as staff time could be met by the WEA. 
In general the idea was welcomed but there was some concern that fund-raising for this 
might cut across raising money for the event itself. Justine would continue to look for 
possibilities. 
 
Fenella was introduced as a volunteer with a background in fundraising and PR. She 
talked about the general approach and offered to draw up some firm proposals. 
 
There was no other business and it was agreed to hold the next meeting on Wednesday 
28 January, again in the Blessed Sacrament Hall. Thanks for Jim Kennedy for providing 
the hospitality which was much appreciated. 
 
 


